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Hear The Voice of God
Pick up the Bible That Won’t Let You Put It Down

Nashville, Tenn. — It was 407 years ago that King James of England gathered 54 of the best biblical
scholars and linguists of the day to create a new translation of the Bible.

It was 7 years ago that Thomas Nelson gathered
more than 100 of the best biblical scholars and
linguists of today to create a new translation of
the Bible.

The King James Bible was completed in 1611,
The Voice was completed in 2011.

Thomas Nelson released The Voice New
Testament Oct. 1. The full Bible is at the
printers, due to be released in March 2012.

“Creating a new translation is unbelievably
complicated and difficult,” says Gary Davidson,
Thomas Nelson Vice-President and Bible Group
Publisher. “Every translation of every word
from the original Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic
needed to be checked and rechecked. After the
artists and authors wrote their verses, it was all
checked again. Whether 1611 or 2011, the
process is much the same.”

The original biblical verses were written by
more than 40 different human authors —
scholars, pastors, writers, poets and songwriters.
The Voice recreates that, also using writers,
poets and songwriters as well as pastors and

scholars. It gives back the poetry and drama of the original writings that have been homogenized out

through the centuries.
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“We spent days negotiating the words,” says
David Capes, Thomas Nelson Research
Professor at Houston Baptist University.
“These texts, some are 2,000 or 3,000 years
old. We (the scholars) needed the writers to
help us get the grit. The Bible is not rated
PG. There are unsavory characters doing
unsavory things. But we believe these are our
spiritual ancestors. When | read about David,
I know I am his kind.”

“It was as though Matthew was speaking to
me,” says Steve Decker, professor at Middle
Tennessee State University, with a degree in
secondary education from Tennessee
Technological University and a Master’s of
Theology degree from Dallas Theological
Seminary, talking about The Voice. “Before I
knew it | was into Mark and it was a different
voice. It was as though they were talking to me
in person.

“It was an unparalleled experience. It’s a bit like
getting a high-definition television — the clarity
of it. It’s a unique way to experience God. It’s
been said that the Word of God is like a lion —
you just open the cage and let it out and it can
take care of itself. In The Voice, you’ve let the
lion out.”




>

“You will hear God as He whispers His love to you.’
scholar involved in The Voice
translation

— Chris Seay, President Ecclesia Bible Society and

Chris Seay was the original
driving force behind the
translation. For many years as a
pastor in Houston, he wished
for a Bible translation that
would be easy to understand
and could be acted out by those
wanting to better understand
God’s Word. A friend finally
said to him that maybe he was
the one to make this happen.
Thomas Nelson came on board
with the idea, and seven years
later a new force has been born,
a force to spread God’s Word in
a new generation in a new way.

Visit The Voice on Facebook; visit www.HearTheVoice.com and follow The Voice on Twitter
@HearTheVoice — pre-release verses are being posted frequently.

Thomas Nelson is one of the oldest and largest Bible publishers, and is a leading provider of products
and live events emphasizing Christian, inspirational and family-value themes. Visit
www.ThomasNelsonBibles.com for more information. For image files, interview opportunities and
more information, contact Julie Belschner, publicist, at jbelschner@thomasnelson.com or at
615.902.2244.
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